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force as manifested in nature, and that of universal force, or the Supreme Being, that which, according to $ankara/is. eternal, pure, intelligent, free, omniscient and omnipotent.'
When by a -well-known grammatical process this neuter br&hman (nom. brahma) is changed into the masculine brahmdn (noin. brahrna), it comes to mean a man conversant with Brahman, a member of the priestly caste; secondly, a priest charged with the special duty of superintending the sacrifice, but likewise the personal creator, the universal force con-* ceived as a personal god, the same as Pra^pati, and in later times one of the Trirnftrti, Brahman, "Vishnu, and /Siva. So far Dr. Haug.
Dr. Muir, in his Sanskrit Texts, i. p. 240, starts .from br&hman in the sense of prayer, hymn, while he takes the derivative masculine brahman as meaning one who prays, a poet or sage, then a priest in general, and lastly & priest charged with special duties.
Professor Roth also takes the original sense of Brahman to have been prayer, not, however, praise or thanksgiving, but that kind of invocation which, with the force of will directed to the god, desires to draw him to the worshipper, and to obtain satisfaction from him.
I must confess that the hymns of the Veda, as we now read them, are hardly so full of fervent devotion that they could well be called outbursts. And there always remains the question why the creative force of the universe should have been called by the same name. It seems to me that the idea of creative force or propelling power might well have been expressed by